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Responsive and
Participatory Research
Past, Present and Future Perspectives

We welcome transdisciplinary scholars,
who have been inspired by responsive and participatory research
to share and celebrate with us
what we have jointly accomplished
and jointly shape a sustainable future.

Context

Inspiration

Our current societies wrestle with highly
complex issues including health
disparities, care for the elderly, poverty,
polarization and climate change. In their
strive to be democratic, inclusive ánd
impactful researchers search for ways to
be more responsive to the needs of
various stakeholders, and to actively
engage them in the co-creation of
knowledge for social change. Dialogue
and deliberation among stakeholders,
including citizens and service-users, are
seen as ways to mobilize various sources
of knowing, including experiential and
artistic representations, to address
pressing issues in local settings. The
heightened interest in these responsive,
participatory and action-oriented
approaches, among researchers but also
among funding agencies, is a welcoming
trend. We see it as a stimulus to
rediscover valuable research traditions
from the past, to generate discussion on
current issues (epistemological,
methodological, socio-political,
existential and moral ones) and
anticipate upon future challenges and
perspectives.

The keynote speakers will show that
responsive and participatory approaches
offer a source of inspiration to enrich our
research practice. Prof. Thomas
Schwandt will reflect on responsive and
related post-normal evaluation practices
and developments over the last forty
years. Prof. Tina Cook will present her
participatory approach in which
communicative action is central, and
argue that ‘messiness’ is an inevitable
and important part of the research to get
beyond well-rehearsed notions and
solutions. Prof. Alie Weerman has a
double identity as expert-by experience
and researcher leader, and will present
her existential approach to experiential
knowledge. Prof. Harry Kunneman will
argue that complexity theory is helpful
for researchers to understand how they
are part of processes of knowledge
construction and what this means in
terms of researcher reflexivity. Prof.
Tineke Abma will share her ideas on the
future and upcoming issues around
knowledge, power and other ways of
knowing.

Program
13.30
13.45
14.15
14.45.

Welcome and opening (Prof. Martine de Bruijne)
Responsive and Post-Normal Evaluation (Prof. Thomas Schwandt)
Participatory Research. Its Meaning and Messiness (Prof. Tina Cook)
Experience as a Third Source of Knowledge (Prof. Alie Weerman)

15.15. Tea and coffee break
15.45 Complexity and its Relevance for Knowledge Production (Prof. Harry Kunneman )
16.15 Doing Participation. Lessons Learned and Perspectives (Prof. Tineke Abma)
16.45 Wrap-up (Prof. Guy Widdershoven)
17.00 Reception

Sign in
Sign in via School for Participation: www.SchoolforParticipation.com/symposium

Tineke Abma, Professor Participation & Diversity dept. Medical Humanities, Amsterdam University

Medical Centre, Amsterdam, and Director Leyden Academy on Vitality and Ageing, Leiden. Consortium
member of the International Collaboration on Participatory Health Research (ICPHR), and European
Evaluation Society. Founder of the Centre for Client Experiences
(www.centrumvoorclientervaringen.com) and the School for Participation
(www.schoolforparticipation.com). Recently edited a volume entitled ‘Evaluation for a Caring Society’
(IAP Press Connecticut) and in joint cooperation with the ICPHR a handbook entitled ‘Participatory
Research for Health and Social Well-Being’ (Springer Nature, 2019).

Martine C. de Bruijne is Professor of Public Health, especially Quality of Care at Amsterdam UMC –

location VUmc and Director of the Amsterdam Public Health research institute. Her research is directed
at teamwork to optimize quality and safety of care, evaluation of the national patient safety program
for hospitals, and the influence of patient-related factors. Currently, her research is connected to
national developments on value-based health care. She is responsible for education on Public Health
and health care organization with a focus on quality and safety in health care at VUmc School of
Medical Sciences and VU Health Sciences.

Tina Cook, Professor of Education, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Education and Social Sciences, Liverpool

Hope University, consortium member of the International Collaboration on Participatory Health
Research (ICPHR), founder of the UK Participatory Research Network (UKPRN), co-editor of the
International Journal Educational Action Research (EARJ) and a trustee of the Lawnmowers Independent
Theatre Company. Her work focuses on democratic approaches for research and professional practice,
particularly with the seldom heard, addressing issues of social injustice. She is a co-author of the
handbook Participatory Research for Health and Social Well-Being (Springer Nature, 2019) and co-edited
a themed issue of EARJ on the conceptualisation and articulation of impact of participatory research
(2017).

Harry Kunneman, Professor Emeritus of Social and Political Theory, University for Humanistics,

Utrecht. He was founding father of the University of Humanistics in The Netherlands. Kunnman has
always been intrigued by complexity and how personal, professional and scientific quests to find
answers to the urgent problems of our times often get fixed in controlling complexity. He has published
many books, among them De waarheidstrechter (1986), Van theemuts-cultuur naar walkman-ego (1996),
an essay on Postmoderne Moraliteit (1998), Voorbij het dikke-ik (2005) and Amor Complexitatis (2017).
Kunneman started Sichting Waardenwerk, and a journal called Waardenwerk (Value-work) to create a
learning platform for normative professionalization.

Thomas A. Schwandt is Professor Emeritus, Educational Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-

Champaign, USA. He currently works as an evaluation advisor. He has written extensively about
evaluation theory and practice. In addition to more than 100 journal articles and book chapters, his
published books include Evaluation Foundations Revisited: Cultivating a Life of the Mind for Practice
(Stanford University Press, 2015) and the Dictionary of Qualitative Inquiry (4th ed. Sage, 2015). In 2002
he received the Paul F. Lazarsfeld Award from the American Evaluation Association for his contributions
to evaluation theory. Much of his work is concerned with fostering and understanding of practical
reasoning in social science and evaluation research. In recent years his scholarship has focused on
evidence-based reasoning and data-driven decision making. He is currently working on a book on
valuing, evaluation and evidence in evaluation and applied social research.

Alie Weerman, Professor Experiential Knowledge in Mental Health Care, Applied University

Windesheim, Zwolle. Increasingly, experiential experts work as peer providers. Weerman is interested
in the question how social work professionals can reflexively use their experiential expertise in their
contact with service-users, and how they experience their transformation, new identity and role. She
and her team work with arts-based methods, and scholarly artists to study these experiences.

Guy A.M. Widdershoven is Professor of Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine and Head of the Department

of Medical Humanities, Amsterdam UMC, Amsterdam. He published on hermeneutic ethics, and its
application in empirical ethics and moral deliberation. He was scientific director of the Netherlands
School of Primary Care Research (CaRe) and president of the European Association of Centers of Medical
Ethics (EACME). Recently, he focuses on Research Integrity.

